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Terry Riley. In C Steve Reich. Piano phase 
53 patterns – the series principle 
Repetitiveness – a series 
Infinite canons in each pattern – the circle principle 

Repetitiveness with rhythmic divergence  
and convergence – a circle. 
Repetitiveness – a series. 
Three patterns in 12, 8, 4 tones – 
the series principle  
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Algirdas Martinaitis.  
The Canticle of Brother Sun  
by St. Francis of Assis. 1996 

Vladimir Martynov.  
Canticum fratris solis. 
1996 

Strophic structure Strophic structure 
Refrain pattern Refrain pattern  
Repetitiveness of the block:  
Psalm-antiphon 

Repetitiveness of the block pattern: 
Hallelujah-psalm-antiphon 

Catholic singing tradition: 
The same psalm line as in litany 

Catholic composition tradition: 8 psalm tones 

Music alteration in each strophe and a recurring refrain 
line. 
Folk tradition, birds’ singing, Pärt, Messiaen, John Tave-
ner (Orthodox singing). The composer stresses their inner 
community 

Material is not repeated but identical in meaning, grow-
ing through and therewith renewed according to the addi-
tion principle, i.e. systemic augmentation of the series: 
from one up to eight units 

Tradition – refrain motet Tradition: medieval cycles of Magnificats based on the 
psalm tones  

Lithuanian language Umbrian dialect (in the original 13th-cent. medieval Ital-
ian) 

Folklore constituent: kankles, sutartine Folklore constituent: medieval archaic music, ethno-
Christian tradition, Syrian, Coptic singing. No quotations 

Allusions to favorite contemporary composers kindred in 
spirit –  
Arvo Pärt, (“Fratres”), Messiaen, Tavener 

Allusions to favorite composers, “gurus” from the past – 
Christian archaic music, the Flemish school, Ockeghem 
(addition technique), the Venetian Renaissance of 
St. Mark Cathedral, Monteverdi 

Combination of the series principle and refrain pattern Series principle and refrain pattern: 
The series pattern perceived throughout as refrain.  
Cyclic circular progression 

The concept of ritual The concept of number 8 as a symbol and structure. Rit-
ual  

Reproduction of authentic Lithuanian folklore: folk 
voices, the sounds of kankles 

Authentic performance of the Renaissance style (deliv-
ered by the British tenor Mark Tucker)  

Authentic composition: Pärt’s style reproduced without 
quotations 

Authentic composition: original formulas of psalm tones 
and their traditional chanting of the poetic text by 
St. Francis.  
Authentic allusions to Monteverdi’s music without quo-
tations 
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